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DAVE & BETH POCTA

Parenting Lessons 
from Isaiah

A Bible Study

CONCLUSION
Isaiah 40:28-31
Even youths grow tired and weary - This passage is encouraging when you are young and 
tired...how much more when you are older and tired!

Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength - Raising a godly family is 
constant work with regular fatigue. God continues to provide our energy as we lean on him. 

Homework Thoughts
Take some time at home to meditate on and pray through this lesson.

PERSONAL REFLECTION
To be done in the next couple of days

Q:Q Do you consider your relationship with God the greatest blessing of your life?
Q:Q Are you actively dealing with your own sinful nature in your family life? 
Q:Q Are you actively strengthening, steadying, and speaking to other families?
Q:Q Are you actively being strengthened, steadied, and spoken to by other families?

MARRIAGE DISCUSSION
To be discussed within the next week

Q:Q Are you protecting each other's walk with God?
Q:Q Are you helping each other to repent of the sin in your family life?
Q:Q Are you actively strengthening, steadying, and speaking to other families?
Q:Q Are you actively being strengthened, steadied, and spoken to by other families?

DISCIPLING PARTNERS
To be discussed after your marriage discussion with your discipling partners

Q:Q What do you regularly need help with to protect your relationship with God?
Q:Q What areas of your sinful nature do you regularly need to discuss?
Q:Q What other families are you actively strengthening, steadying, and speaking to?
Q:Q What other families are actively strengthening, steadying, and speaking to you?



Introductory Thoughts
Everything we learn about ourselves and our parenting has to be brought back to our 
relationship with God. Building family is a spiritual endeavour where spiritual principles 
are foundational to success.

Isaiah 26:1-4
We have a strong city - God's kingdom is a powerful place to live and raise our families. 

God makes salvation its walls - We are protected by our promised inheritance.

Open the gates that the righteous may enter - We do not live in a closed society but 
one that welcomes others that want a relationship with God and desire righteousness.

You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they 
trust - Our hope and security lies in a complete dependence on God. We trust him with 
our families.

Trust in the LORD forever - God's heart, commands, and practices are the only real place 
for a disciple to be secure about their family life. Building family is spiritual. 

OUR WALK WITH GOD
Isaiah 26:7-9
The path of the righteous is level - God's expectations for us as his people are 
consistent and reasonable, not crazy, ever-changing or hurtful.

You make the way of the righteous smooth - When we live and act righteously, we do 
not entangle ourselves in messes. Sin and compromise complicate family life. 

 » Consider financial debt, immorality, having a double life, or giving way to anger/
violence

Walking in the way of your laws, we wait for you - God's children gladly follow his 
ways because they know it greatly blesses them and...

Your name and renown are the desire of our hearts - ...they want to bring God glory.

My soul yearns for you in the night. In the morning my spirit longs for you - A 
spiritual person recognizes that strength, transformation, and hope only come from God. 
They are humble about who they are without God and continually lean on him to be the 
person they need to be. 

Q:Q Who are you without God?
Q:Q What happens when you engage your family with God?

"These are the ones I look on with favour: those who are humble and contrite in spirit, 
and who tremble at my word."

Isaiah 66Q:2

OUR REPENTANCE
Isaiah 26:10
When grace is shown to the wicked, they do not learn righteousness - This 
passage is addressing people that are "in the righteous city." 

The following two charges are brought against these people living in the right-
eous land:

1) They go on doing evil - There is no repentance in their life. They continue in 
the same patterns and do not actively deal with their sin. 

2) They do not regard the majesty of the LORD - When we are not dealing with 
our sin it frequently reflects back on our relationship with God. 

Q:Q Have you identified your sin in your family life?
Q:Q Are you consistently repenting of that sin?

* Grace does not lead to change for these people. 
 » People that do not repent when shown God's grace are considered wicked. 
 » Grace does not fix all problems.1

Isaiah 26:11
LORD, your hand is lifted high, but they do not see it - We can miss how God is 
working.

Let them see your zeal for your people and be put to shame - This is a prayer 
offered on behalf of the unrepentant. We desperately need each other for intercession, 
spiritual perspective, and honesty. 

* One of the greatest blessings that we have is our spiritual community.

OUR COMMUNITY
Isaiah 35:3-8
Strengthen, steady, say - We are to help and support each other when weakness 
comes. 

Blind eyes opened, deaf ears unstopped, lame leap - Transformation happens 
through involvement of other believers. God expects community involvement; both 
giving and receiving. 

A highway will be there, Way of holiness, for those who walk on that Way - 
Together we experience hope as we help each other along the highway. 

1 See Isaiah 30Q:15-18 God longs for us to repent. He desires to continue to show grace and compassion. It 

is his nature.


